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I. 
SOCRATES: Well then, shall we begin 

the enquiry in our usual manner? Whenever 

a number of individuals have a common 

name, we assume them to have also a 

corresponding idea or form. Do you 

understand me? 

GLAUCON: I do. 

Let us take any common instance; there are 

beds and tables in the world - plenty of 

them, are there not? 

Yes. 

But there are only two ideas or forms of 

them: one the idea of a bed, the other of 

a table. 

True. 

And the maker of either of them makes a 

bed or he makes a table for our use, in 

accordance with the idea - that is our way 

of speaking in this and similar instances 

- but no artificer makes the ideas them­

selves. How could he?

Impossible. 

And there is another artist, I should like 

to know what you would say of him. 

Who is he? 

One who is the maker of all the works of 

all other workmen. 

Plato, The Republic (c. 380 BC) 

Evils, then, if those be meant which are properly 

so called, were not created by God; but some, 

-although few in comparison with the order of the

whole world, have resulted from His principal

works, as there follow from the chief works of

the carpenter such things as spiral shavings

and sawdust, or as architects might appear to be

the cause of the rubbish which lies around thei�

buildings in the form of the filth which drops

from the stones and the plaster .

Origen, Contra Celsum (c. 248 AD) 

The table I write on I say exists, that is, I 

see and feel it; and if I were out of my study I 

should say it existed - meaning thereby that if I 

was in my study I might perceive it, or that some 

other spirit actually does perceive it. There 

was an odour, that is, it was smelt; there was a 

sound, that is, it was heard; a colour or figure, 

and it was perceived by sight or touch. This is 

all that I can understand by these and the like 

expressions. For as to what is said of the abso­

lute existence of unthinking things without any 

relation to their being perceived, that is to me 

perfectly unintelligible. Their esse is percipi, 

nor is it possible they should have any existence 

out of the minds or thinking things which 

perceive them. 

Bishop George Berkeley, A Treatise Concerning 

the Principles of Human Knowledge (1710) 

This very table which we see white, and which 

we feel hard, is believed to exist, independent 

of our perception, and to be something external 

to our mind, which perceives it. Our presence 

bestows not being on it: our absence does not 

annihilate it. It preserves its existence 

uniform and entire, independent of the situa­

tion of intelligent beings, who perceive or 

contemplate it. 

David Hume, Inquiry Concerning Human 

Understanding (1748) 

Thus our familiar table, which has roused but the 

slightest thoughts in us hitherto, has become 

a problem full of surprising possibilities .... 

Among these surprising possibilities, doubt 

suggests that perhaps there is no table at all. 

Philosophy, if it cannot answer so many questions 

as we could wish, has at least the power of ask­

ing questions which increase the interest of the 

world, and show the strangeness and wonder lying 

just below the surface even in the commonest 

things of daily life. 

Bertrand Russell, Appearance and Reality (1912) 

Suppose I see a table. I have a so-called percep­

tion of a table, a visual table-experience. On 

the other hand, I may close my eyes and imagine 

a table. Independently of any consideration of 

"reality," two different types of experiences 

can be distinguished, non-mental experiences 

and mental experiences. A belief as a mental act 

consists of having the attitud� toward a mental 

experience that it is a non-mental experience. 

The "attitude" which is involved is not a propo­

sition. There are no words to describe it in 

greater detail; only introspection can provide 

examples of it. The attitude is a self-deceiving 

psychological trick which corresponds to the 

definitional trick in the belief-assertion. 

Henry Flynt, The Flaws Underlying Beliefs (1975) 

IL 
In Indiana, most homes, not to mention school­

yards, are adorned with basketball hoops. A drive 

down any street is a tour of a basketball hoop 

butterfly collection. Their basic configuration 

is the same, a rim attached to a backboard, but 

that is where the similarities end. Some are 

mounted on garages, some are on portable stand­

alone poles ballasted by plastic water-filled 

bases, some are solid concrete-embedded steel 

uprights, some are in disrepair on the ground or 

tipped over by the last strong wind or propped 

against the wall. Some have straight orange rims, 

some have brick-inviting, rusted double rims, 

some are battered and skewed at an impossible 
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